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ERIC: Advanced Searching via First Search 
 
 

How do I get to ERIC via First Search? 
www.library.csustan.edu;  Databases (A-Z list); ERIC via First Search. 
 
 
 
How can I expand my search terms? 
 
►Identify descriptors:  Descriptors are the “official” terms used to describe the contents of a 
document.  Click on the title of the document and the descriptors will appear in the full 
record of the document  
 

 

► Use the Browse Index Button   which is located to the right of the box where you 
enter your search terms.  This feature will allow you to view an alphabetical list of the terms 
similar to the one you entered. 
 
►Use the ERIC thesaurus which is a blue-bound book located at computer workstations 
or available from the reference librarian on duty. 
 
►Use truncation symbols ( *   or   ? ) to search for a variant of a word. The * searches for 
one or more characters  (e.g. Adolescen* searches for adolescence, adolescent, 
adolescents, etc) while the ? symbol searches for one character (e.g.,  wom?n searches for 
women, woman, etc.). 
 
►Use the ERIC Related Subjects button to select from an alphabetical list of all the 

searchable terms in the database. The icon is located at the top of the screen:  
 
 
►Use the word or to broaden a search (e.g., drugs or alcohol, car or automobile) 
 
► Use truncation symbols ( *   or   ? ) to search for a variant of a word. The * searches 
for one or more characters  (e.g. Adolescen* searches for adolescence, adolescent, 
adolescents, etc) while the ? symbol searches for one character (e.g.,  wom?n searches for 
women, woman, etc.). 
 
 
 

 

Descriptors 
Major: Main focus of document 
Minor: Secondary focus of document 
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How can I narrow my search? 
 
►Use the words and / not to narrow a search (e.g., lesson plans and spelling, nutrition 
and achievement, attention deficit not hyperactivity, language arts not reading) 
 

►A menu bar at the top of the screen displays the Limit icon:   Clicking this icon will 
take you to a screen where you can select options for limiting your search results (e.g., limit 
by language, author, year, or document type) 
 
 
 

 
How can I keep track off the items I want? 
 
 
 
Mark the records you want by checking 
the box next to the title. 
 
 
Click ‘Marked records’ to bring up the 
list.  

 
 
Retrieving ERIC documents 
1.) CALIFORNIA STATE UNIV, STANISL indicates that the library subscribes to the journal.  
Journals are located on the second floor of the Library Building and alphabetized by title. 
 
 
2.) ED #:  Copy the ED number from the record; then go to the ERIC microfiche filing cabinet to 
look for the film by its ED number (e.g., ED 446228). The filing cabinet is located on the second 
floor of the library in the reference department. 
 
 
3.) Scroll to the bottom of the record and look for:  E*Subscribe & EDRS order Click on this link 

and look for:  View full document.  If you see this icon, click on it to retrieve the full-text 
document. 
 
 
 
4.) If the above options are not available, it will be necessary to request the document through 
interlibrary loan.  This may be done online (Library homepage; Services; Interlibrary loan OR by 
going to the reference desk and asking for an interlibrary loan form.   Expect Interlibrary loans to 
arrive within 7 to 10 school days.  
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